ion is located on an inversion centre so the asymmetric unit contains one-half [Ni(mnt) + cation, the benzene and pyridine rings are twisted with respect to the C/C/N plane incorporating the methylene C atom that links them. The crystal structure is stabilized by Coulombic interactions. 
In the ionic title complex, (C 13 H 11 N 2 ) 2 [Ni(C 4 N 2 S 2 ) 2 ], the Ni II ion is located on an inversion centre so the asymmetric unit contains one-half [Ni(mnt) 2À anion is coordinated by four S atoms of two mnt 2À ligands, and exhibits square-planar coordination geometry. In the [CNBzPy] + cation, the benzene and pyridine rings are twisted with respect to the C/C/N plane incorporating the methylene C atom that links them. The crystal structure is stabilized by Coulombic interactions.
Related literature
For background to the development of new functional molecule-based materials, see: Robertson & Cronin (2002) . For the applications of molecular solids based on M[dithiolene] 2 complexes in molecular-based materials showing magnetic, superconducting and optical properties, see: Ni et al. (2004 Ni et al. ( , 2005 ; Nishijo et al. (2000) . For bond lengths and angles in related structures, see: Ren et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 13 (Robertson & Cronin, 2002) , Much work has been performed in molecular solids based on M[dithiolene] 2 complexes owing to their application as building blocks in molecular-based materials showing magnetic, superconducting, and optical properties (Nishijo et al., 2000; Ni et al., 2005) . Herein we report the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
The molecular structure of (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 .The asymmetric unit is formed by with one half anion and one cation.The Ni II ion is coordinated by four sulfur atoms of two mnt 2-ligands, and exhibits square-planar coordination geometry. The crystal structure is stabilized by coulombic interactions. The bond lengths and angles are in good agreement with Table 1 , (Ni et al., 2004; Ren et al., 2004) .
Disodium maleonitriledithiolate (456 mg, 2.5 mmol) and nickel chloride hexahydrate (297 mg, 1.25 mmol) were mixed under stirring in water (20 mL) at room temperature. Subsequently, a solution of 1-(3-cyanobenzyl)pyridinium iodide (488 mg, 2.5 mmol) in methanol (10 mL) was added to the mixture, and the red precipitate that was immediately formed was filtered off, and washed with methanol. The crude product was recrystallized in acetone (20 mL) to give red block crystals.
Anal. Calcd. for C 34 H 22 N 8 NiS 4 : C, 55.98; H, 3.04; N, 15.36%. Found: C, 56.00; H, 3.08; N, 15.33%.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed to the bonded parent atoms in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.93, or 0.97 Å) and refined as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
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